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1. Introduction to ETSC

• Bringing together 43 organisations from across Europe to 
promote science based transport safety measures at EU level.

• More than 200 international experts contributing to ETSC’s 
Reviews, Policy Papers, Newsletters, Positions, Press Releases, 
etc.

• A non-profit making Brussels based secretariat doing its 
utmost to insert the knowledge of ETSC members and 
experts into EU transport safety policy-making

• The European Commission, member organisations, member 
states and corporate sponsors are funding our work.

A science-based approach to road safety policy



ETSC Activities

Monitoring EU transport 

safety policy

Preventing

Drink Driving

Road Safety 

Performance 

Index (PIN)

Speed 

Programme
Roads to Respect:

Infrastructure Safety 

Praising Best 

Practice in Road 

Safety ‘At’ Work 

and ‘To’ Work

Ranking EU countries‘ performances

Developing EU projects

on priority areas

Targeting key audience

Promoting best practices

Developing a number of 

recommendations        

www.etsc.eu



Subscribe to our 
newsletters on

www.etsc.eu

ETSC publications

http://www.etsc.eu/


Road Safety: a major concern

Almost 35 000 road deaths

2-3% GDP 
economic looses 

(200 B. Euros)
Major cause of 

premature deaths 

Aggravating 
congestions and 
CO2 emissions

Life-time probability 
of new-born to die 
in a road crash is 

1/150, get seriously 
injured 1/19

Non-quantifiable 

pain and suffering



EU ambition: road safety/CO2 Targets 

Cut by 50% 
yearly road 
deaths between 
2001-2010

Reduce by 20% 
green house 
gas emissions 
by 2020

EU 
targets



The EU is off Target

Targets 
not to be 
reached 
on time

35,000 
people 

were killed 
in 2009

Emissions 
from road 
transport 

rose by 26%

Greenhouse 
gases 

decreased by 
5% between 

1990-2004



2. The Road Safety Performance Index

Ranking road safety performance

The ETSC's Road Safety Performance
Index is a new policy instrument to
help EU Member States in improving
road safety.

By comparing Member States'
performance, it serves to identify and
promote Best Practice in Europe and
bring about the kind of political
leadership that is needed to create
what citizens deserve - a road
transport system that offers a
maximum of safety.



What is STARS? 

An 18 months ETSC pan European project taking actions against 
speeding on our roads through the work of students!

• 6 Participating countries
• Germany
• France
• Romania
• Czech Republic
• Greece
• Spain



How does ‘STARS’ Work?

1. University lecture tour to recruit students

2. Students apply online to take part in STARS

3. Challenge: after returning to their home country 
students in pairs carry a speed managment activity 
with the support of ETSC and its partners

4. European Award Ceremony: Best projects 
receive award (March 2011)



What should the Students do?

Run a local 
speed 

management 
action

Best projects need to involve a 
local authority/ company

Low cost and 
easy to  

implement

Knowledge from 
the STARS camp 

and support 
given by ETCS

http://www.ferret.com.au/odin/images/158863/Rhino-speed-humps-158863.jpg


3. Camp structure

Theoretical courses

Group exercises

Field trips



Camp structure

Theoretical courses

• Psychology

• Environment

• Vehicle technology

• Communications

• Enforcement

• Infrastructure

• Lobbying



Camp structure

Group exercises

• Developing an awareness campaign

• Identifying and treating high risk sites

• Presentation of your own projects



Camp structure

Field trips

Insight to EU affairs

• Cycling trip in Brussels



3. Why is speed a problem

 Speed and driving

 Speed and safety

 Statistics

 Environment

 Interactions

 Social and public perception



State of play

Speeding 
widespread

phenomenon

50% exceed 
legal speed 

limits

Speed: 1/3 of 
all accidents

“Minor” 
offences 

unestimated



Speed: 30% of fatal road accidents



Speed Management and road safety 

SPEED

Crash rates

Injuries/ 
casualties



Increase in Speed = Worst Accident Outcome

Different crash 

types:

(Green = 

unprotected; 

blue = side 

impact; red = 

head on).



Speed Management and climate change

Fuel consumption 
and CO2 
emissions are in 
great part a 
function of speed. 
Many studies 
recognise 
compliance with 
speed limits as a 
very effective 
carbon abatement 
policy. 



Speed Management and climate change

relationship between speed

enforcement and CO2 reduction

(Anable et al., 2006)



What can be done???

While traditional measures are costly and are taken at 
the highest decision level (example: installing speed 
cameras), many actions have a low cost and can be 
implemented at the local level or voluntarily by Citizens 
/ private companies etc. It is this sort of action that 
students should focus on. 

.....some examples:



The internet! 



Bumper Stickers

• YOU TAILGATE, I SLOW DOWN.  GOT IT?

• I DRIVE SLOWLY BUT I’M STILL AHEAD OF YOU!

• IF YOU CAN READ THIS: SLOW DOWN!

http://irregularnews.com/SlowDownSaveGasSaveLivesdecal.html
http://www.cafepress.com/irregulargoods.58170846?pid=584478
http://irregularnews.com/DrivetheSpeedLimitbumpersticker.html


Community involvment



Education

• Education campaigns (ongoing!)



Trafic calming / infrastructure

Fake police officer! Before/after evaluation 

demonstrates a 3 km/h average speed reduction on 

the spot (Czech Republic)

http://www.ferret.com.au/odin/images/158863/Rhino-speed-humps-158863.jpg


Vehicel technology:  the cost of  safety 
devices is going down

• Intervening ISA: 400 euros 
(source: TRL, U.K.)

• Advisory ISA: can be free! 

(Example: tfl system for tom tom navigation devices)
www.tfl.gov.uk/isa

http://www.tfl.gov.uk/isa


Danish solution! 



Thanks for your attention!
For more information on

European Transport Safety Council
www.etsc.eu

Ilyas.Daoud@etsc.eu
Tel.: + 32 230 41 06


