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Pinning them down ...

EU Transport Ministers at the informal meeting on road safety, Bregenz, March 2006

...on their promise!



EU ambition 

EU target to cut by 50% 
yearly road deaths

between 2001 and 2010 

Countries have similar 
national targets

Commission review has 
shown that EU is off 

its 2010 target



Reduction in road deaths 2001-2005

France 35%

Luxembourg 
34%

Belgium 27%
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Fast improvement 2001-2005

Portugal - 25% 

Switzerland - 25%

Sweden - 24.5%

Netherlands - 24.5%

Denmark - 23%

Germany - 23%

Latvia - 21%



-40

-35

-30

-25

-20

-15

-10

-5

0

5

10

Fra
nc

e

Lu
xe

mbo
urg

Be
lgiu

m

Po
rtu

ga
l

Sw
itze

rlan
d

Sw
ed

en

Neth
erla

nd
s

Den
mark

Germ
an

y
La

tvia
 

Au
str

ia
Sp

ain

Norw
ay Ita

ly*

Es
ton

ia

Gree
ce

Fin
lan

d

Slo
va

kia U.K.

Slo
ve

nia
Ire

lan
d
Po

lan
d 

Hun
ga

ry

Cze
ch

 R
ep

ub
lic 

Cyp
rus Malta

Lith
ua

nia

No progress 2001-2005

Lithuania + 8% 

Malta + 6%

Cyprus + 4%

Czech Republic + 3.5%

Hungary + 3%

Poland - 1.5%

Ireland - 3%
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Road deaths per population 2005 

Fast progress is possible 
whatever the starting point



Short-term progress (1)

Why are 
some countries 
doing better 
than others?

• Political 
leadership



Short-term progress (2)

• Enhancing compliance with traffic law

75%



Short-term progress (3)

• Political leadership
• Enhancing compliance with traffic law
• Infrastructure

• Changes in mobility



Speakers

• Juha Valtonen, Senior Engineer, Ministry of 
Transport, on behalf of the Finnish 
Presidency

• Jean Chapelon, General Secretary of the 
Interministerial Road Safety Observatory, 
France

• Renaat Landuyt, Federal Minister for 
Mobility and Transport, President of the 
Belgium Road Safety Institute, Belgium

• Sam Weissen, Transport Attaché, Permanent 
Representation of Luxembourg to the EU


