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Progress toward the EU Target 
and Other Rankings



EU ambition

EU target to cut by 50% the 

annual number of road deaths 

between 2001 and 2010.

Countries have adopted similar 

national targets.national targets.

Since 2006, ETSC is monitoring 

EU and Member States‘ 

progress toward the target.



Best progress 2001-2009

Percentage change in road deaths between 2001 and 2009

54%    52%   50%   50%   

-36% EU27



Countries that are progressing 

Percentage change in road deaths between 2001 and 2009

France      - 48%
Lithuania  - 48%
Italy           - 43%
Ireland      - 41%
Germany  - 40%
Slovenia   - 38%

-36% EU27

Germany  - 40%
Slovenia   - 38%
Slovakia   - 38%



Countries progressing less 

Percentage change in road deaths between 2001 and 2009

Belgium     - 36%
Finland       - 35%
Austria - 34%
Hungary     - 34%
Czech Rep. - 32%
Denmark - 30%

Sweden  - 35%
The NL    - 34%
UK** - 30%

-36% EU27

Denmark - 30%
Cyprus - 30%



Countries lagging behind 

Percentage change in road deaths between 2001 and 2009

Romania     14%
Bulgaria    - 11%
Poland       - 17%
Greece - 23%
Norway - 23%

-36% EU27



Last year change

Percentage change in road deaths between 2008 and 2009

Slovakia    - 36%
Lithuania   - 26%
Denmark   - 25%
Estonia      - 24%
Slovenia    - 20%
Latvia - 20%

EU27  -11%

EU27  -8%

Malta
Luxembourg
Belgium
France

Slovenia    - 20%
Latvia - 20%

EU10  -18%

EU27  -11%

In 2009, for the first time, the EU10 achieved higher reduction (18%) 

than the EU15 (8%)



Road deaths per population 2009

Good progress since 2001
No more country with more than 130 road deaths per million population

Sweden        39
UK**              41
The NL          44
Norway         44

Switzerland  45Switzerland  45
Germany       51



Road risk

Road deaths per billion vehicle km driven

Road deaths: average of 2007-2009
Vehicle km driven: latest available year



The impact of the EU Target

Reductions in the number of deaths have been much 
higher in 2001-2009 than in three preceding decades

In the EU15, road deaths have been cut by 42%. 
In the EU10, reductions have been slower but gained 
pace in the last two years to reach 27% in 2009. 



The impact of the EU Target (cont’d)

Reduction in road deaths since 1970 (EU15) 
and since 1990 (EU27, EU10 and EU2)


