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EU ambition 

EU target to cut by 50% 
yearly road deaths

between 2001 and 2010 

Countries have similar 
national targets

Commission review has 
shown that EU is off 

its 2010 target



Reduction in road deaths 2001-2005

France 35%

Luxembourg
34%

Belgium 27%
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Reductions of more than 20%

Portugal - 25% 

Switzerland - 25%

Sweden - 24.5%

Netherlands - 24.5%

Denmark - 23%

Germany - 23%

Latvia - 21%
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Fast progress is possible...

... whatever a country‘s 
starting point

Road deaths per million population 2005



Drink driving  

• Proportions of drink driving deaths cannot 
be compared as each country has its own 
way of identifying deaths from drink driving 
accidents

• Changes in drink driving deaths are affected 
by changes in drink driving but also by all 
other changes in road safety

• Changes in drink driving deaths relative to 
changes in other deaths 



Drink driving  

Yearly percentage change in drink driving deaths 
relative to other road deaths between 1996-98 
and 2005

Czech Republic -11%
Belgium - 9% 
Germany - 6%



Europe (1)

Change in drink driving deaths contributes more 
than its share to overall reduction in road deaths
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Europe (2)
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Change in drink driving deaths slows down 
overall reduction in road deaths

Sweden
Spain 

Hungary 
Slovenia 
Finland 

Great 
Britain 

Estonia



Europe (3)

Available data do not allow the evaluation of
trends in the drink driving situation

Ireland           
Italy 
Luxembourg
Malta  
Norway 
Portugal

Cyprus

Available data do not allow the evaluation of
trends in the drink driving situation



Speed

Reductions on all types of road 
France 6-11%
Switzerland 3-8%
Belgium 4-6%
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Mean speed on urban roads

Most recent percent reductions

France - 9.3%
Great Britain - 9.1% 
Belgium - 6.5%



Mean speed on rural roads
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Seat belt wearing

Seat belt
wearing in front 
seats, 2005



Europe (1)



Europe (2)



Life saving potential

If 99% of drivers used their belt…

• In Germany, France and Malta, 2-3% of driver 
deaths could be prevented.

• In Belgium or the Czech Republic, this is 20%. 
• In Europe, increased use could reduce driver 

deaths by 15%. 
• These are modest estimates that do not take 

into account the higher crash risk of unbelted 
drivers. 



Seat belt reminders in new cars



Seat belt reminders in new cars
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Media ‘noise‘



PIN Talks



Conclusion

• Fast progress is possible in all countries
• We need fast progress to reach the 2010 target
• We can reach this by raising compliance with 

national road safety law  
• Countries should learn from the best in class how 

to do this
• The EU can help countries by setting common 

high standards on enforcement, based on the    
EC Recommendation on enforcement 


