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Number 1 New Year’s Resolution for the German EU Presidency:
A Directive on Traffic Law Enforcement
A full road safety agenda awaits the German Presidency and ETSC(1) hopes it will
address it with all the attention it is due(2). At the start of the German Presidency’s
tenure stakeholders will be giving their views on the European Commission’s proposal
“Respecting the Rules: Better Road Safety Enforcement in the EU”(3). This states the
Commission intention to present a proposal on better road safety enforcement in the
EU in 2007. Notably the Consultation picks out the failure of the EU Member States to
progress on an EU wide introduction of best enforcement methods.
In its contribution(4) to the consultation ETSC strongly supports the preparation of a
Directive that includes minimal legal requirements in the area of enforcement of road
traffic law in the areas of speeding, drink driving and seat belt use, according to the
best practice set out in the EC Recommendation on enforcement(5). The enforcement
of these rules could help prevent 14,000 deaths by 2010, according to Commission
estimates (6).
ETSC has been closely monitoring enforcement in the Member States with the
conclusion that this undoubtedly has a direct impact on saving lives(7). In the
Netherlands, better compliance with key road safety rules contributed at least 25% to
the spectacular progress of 2004/2005(8). In Germany the state of North Rhine
Westphalia has seen an impressive 20% drop in road deaths in the first half of 2006
compared to the same period in 2005. This has also been attributed to the
implementation of best practice as set out in the EC Recommendation(9). In the area of
drink driving Switzerland has taken on the suggestions of the EC Recommendation.
Here the number of road deaths decreased by an estimated 20% from 2004 to 2005(10).
In France improved speed management also taking up best practice set out by the EC
Recommendation has contributed to about 75% of the massive overall reduction in
fatal accidents between 2002 and 2005(11).
As Germany prepares to take up the Presidency on the 1st January 2007, the road
safety community has high expectations of the country taking a leading role in the
field of road safety policy. “Germany with its higher than average performance
should encourage other EU countries to follow suit on road safety. Their Presidency of
the EU is a real chance for the country to take a leadership role as the EU is forging
ahead on a number of road safety issues. Binding EU legislation on traffic law
enforcement should be placed at the top of the German EU Presidency’s New Year’s
Resolutions for 2007” says Jörg Beckmann, Director the European Transport Safety
Council.
For more information please contact:
ETSC Head of Policy Ellen Townsend, ellen.townsend@etsc.be, or ETSC Project Officer,
Timmo Janitzek timmo.janitzek@etsc.be tel. +32 2 230 4106 or visit www.etsc.be.
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